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SUB J : MOVEMENT TOWARDS CONFRONTATION ON BOUGAINVILLE 

1. OCTOBER 20 LOCAL PRESS REPORTED SECESSIONIST LEADERS 
DRUMMING UP SUPPORT FOR A DEMONSTRATION TO PROTEST THE 
SUSPENSION OF PROVINCIAL GOVT AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A NON- 
BOUGAINVILLIAN AS PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER. 

2. PRESS OCTOBER 21 REPORTS 4.000 DEMONSTRATORS BEGAN A 
"ROLLING CAMPAIGN" ON BOUGAINVILLE TO FORCE GOVT TO RECOGNIZE 
THE SECESSIONISTS. DEMONSTRATORS MASSED AT ARAWA, CAMPED 
INSIDE JOINT GOVT BUILDING BLOCKING ACCESS TO CENTRAL GOVT 
OFFICES ON THIRD FLOOR AND STATED THEY WOULD REMAIN UNTIL 
DEMANDS MET. 

4. IN MANIFESTO HANDED TO NEW PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER BENSON 
GEGEYO SECESSIONISTS DEMANDED HE SHOULD QUIT ISLAND 
IMMEDIATELY, THAT PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT FUNDS SHOULD BE 
UNFROZEN, AND THE PROVINCIAL GOVT REINSTATED. LEO HANNETT 
STATED BLOCKADE JUST THE BEGINNING OF A SERIES OF 
PROTESTS AND CONCLUDED WITH REMARK "WE COULD CREATE A 
SITUATION OF TURMOIL WHICH NO POLICE COULD CONTROL .... 
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3. POLICE REPORT NO SERIOUS INCIDENTS, BUT IF SITUATION 
WORSENS, ANOTHER POLICE RIOT SQUAD MAY BE FLOWN IN FROM 
RABAUL TO REENFORCE THE TWO ALREADY IN BOUGAINVILLE. 
WHILE SECESSIONISTS STILL EMPHASIZING "PEACEFUL PRESSURES" 
POLICE BELIEVE EMOTIONS COULD GET OUT OF CONTROL. 

4. RADIO NOON OCTOBER 21 REPORTED RIOT POLICE USED TEAR 
GAS TO DISPELL DEMONSTRATORS WHO THREW STONES AT ARAWA 
HOUSE, BREAKING WINDOWN AND ALSO SMEARED WALLS WITH 
BETEL THIS MORNING. 

5. RADIO ALSO REPORTED TWO DEEP HOLES HAD BEEN DUG AT 
EITHER END OF AIRPORT DURING NIGHT. AND WERE FILLED IN 
BY WORKS PERSONNEL THIS MORNING. 

6. COMMENT: GPNG IS MUCH DIVIDED OVER POLICY TOWARD 
BOUGAINVILLE. AMPLE PROVOCATION HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR 
THOSE IN GPNG WHO ADVOCATE HARD LINE TO IUSTIFY STERN 
ACTION. SEEMS LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT NO DECISION WILL 

BE REACHED UNTIL RETURN OF PRIME MINISTER SOMARE ON 
OCTOBER 25. 
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